ANOTHER  YEAR  IN  THE  SOUTH  ATLANTIC        129

ton of the name of Peter Green, who was astonishingly well read
and intelligent, being well-informed on topics of the day and
what was going on in the great world beyond his horizon.

He explained graphically the manner in which the American
ship Mabel Clark was lost, and the manner of discovering the
fact from wreckage seen the following day drifting past the
island. Great risks had these hardy islanders taken to launch
their boats through the heavy surf on the beach into the high
seas to reach and rescue the crew, facing great peril to save
those of the crew who had clung to the cliffs after the ship sank,
as she did within a few minutes after the disaster. The news
of the loss of this ship had to find its way to Cape Town by
some passing vessel, and then to the United States by mail, as
the submarine cable had not yet reached the Cape. For this
reason some months elapsed before the news of this shipwreck
could reach Admiral Nichols at Eio and relief could be sent to
the aid of the unfortunates. The captain of the wrecked ship
had taken advantage of a passing vessel, bound to Cape Town,
with as many of the rescued crew as conld be accommodated,
before the Essex arrived.

One of the crew, a fine-looking German, had decided to re-
main behind, a captive to the winsome smiles of the governor's
granddaughter, Mary Anna Green. He had determined to cast
his lot with the others on that storm-lashed island in the far-off
southern seas. He was only another example of the truth that
love conquers all things, great and small, and that when it
fills the soul there is no wall too high, no sea too deep, no island
too desolate, and no land too remote to defeat its purposes to
live in the happy sunshine and smiles of the chosen one.

The commander had not been ordained in clerical offices,
and there was no law or regulation giving authorization to unite
anyone in the bonds of wedlock; therefore there was some doubt
in his mind as to the validity of such an officiation. But the
governor swept away all further delay with an assurance that
anyone whom the great Government of the United States had
commissioned to protect its honor was quite good enough under
any circumstances, in the absence of an ordained minister, to
unite his granddaughter in marriage. Accordingly, the beauti-
ful marriage service of the Episcopal Church was read to thosey chance a case might slip through,ze before solidity enough,o point of inter-nant Co. K...............1st Lieut. F. M. Mullany, TJ. S. M. C.
